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Front Line Report from New York City 


by SFARC’s Bart Lee, KV6LEE on the scene 
@1500 Pacific Time, 15 September Saturday, 
Transcribed by Dan Jackson, WA6SCN (reprinted 
in part with permission) 


This afternoon at 1500 Pacific Time, 15 
September Saturday, Bart Lee called me via 
landline and my uncle Richard K6TR to give a 
report on the Sneak Attack on Manhattan 
Financial District of September 11, and on his 
current Amateur Radio participation in the rescue 
and cleanup operations going on. 


Bart SAW the THIRD building go down. He had 
already, immediately, began his volunteer radio 
operator mission. Bart had already contacted the 
Red Cross, Salvation Army, and NY Office of 
Emergency Services to see where he could best 
assist in the ‘Search & Rescue Operation’. 


Despite news coverage, showing people at 
‘Ground Zero’ using their cell phones...that was 
NOT the case, in the sense that people might 
assume. They were dialing numbers, true, over 
and over...but DID NOT GET THRU. This situation 
occurred as a result of two factors - massive 
blocking by ‘health & welfare telephone messages’ 
and by physical destruction of several telephone 
and cell phone exchanges. 


The Police & Fire Public Services regular 
commercial radio channels were also completely 
overwhelmed with ‘blocking traffic’ They were not 
engineered for the voice/data traffic levels required 
to coordinate the efforts of almost a thousand 
Police & Fire Professionals. Additionally, and 
MOST IMPORTANT in one sense, they were not 
engineered to provide inter-linked ‘Broadcasts to 
All 


Continued on next page 
What WAS available was Amateur Radio. 


The ENTIRE New York City area had bandwidth 
in the HF, VHF, UHF, and SHF Amateur frequency 
cleared for Emergency Traffic. There was an 
existing LARGE inventory of portable Amateur 
Radio Sets, in place at OES. There was, 
volunteered by the Ham Community, an additional 
large inventory of portable radios with licensed and 
capable Radio Operators ‘on scene’ at both 
‘Ground Zero’ and pulling shift work on a round- 
the-clock OES Communications Central. 


The ‘traffic’ DID NOT CONSIST in that same 
‘health & welfare messaging’ already clogging the 
Commercial systems. That OES traffic consisted 
in PRIORITY ONE DIRECTIVES issued through 
the OES Communications Facility. Many 
‘Broadcast’ messages were relayed from the top 
levels of NY City Government to the Public Service 
Employees working on the ‘Rescue Effort’. Many 
additional messages were sent providing 
IMMEDIATE and TOTAL communications 
‘WARNING TO EVACUATE’ the area, at those 
times when it was thought that #1 Liberty Plaza 
Tower was indicating ‘imminent collapse at any 
moment’. The FCC legal injunctions preventing 
the use of Ham Radio from supplanting paid 
Commercial Services - doing Business, directly 
coordinating Police/Fire, providing any and all 
Communications as needed. Those restrictions 
were lifted. Indeed, here in NY the usual concepts 
of Ham Radio being a mere tertiary 
communications application - a redundant ‘backup’ 
and ‘health & welfare messaging’ were historically 
overturned, forevermore! In a REAL DISASTER 
of titanic proportions - in a magnitude 8 
earthquake, in a Military Attack resulting in Mass- 
Destruction; or in a ‘targeted Attack’...in ALL these 
situations...Ham Radio will be a PRIMARY, not the 
tertiary Communications System for the mission 
essential messaging of City, State, and even 
Federal Command & Control. 


Bart Lee, from his temporary apartment window 
at the south end of 5th Avenue, called for a reason. 
He specifically said for me to spread the word here 
in San Francisco, where ‘Earthquake’ remains still 
the most credible threat. It was that threat that 


brought Bart to the San Francisco OES. 
Emergency radio procedures, the ‘Emergency 
Preparedness State of Mind’ that comes from 
association with the SF Public Service Police and 
Firemen, the various Emergency Exercises held 
by the OES, the ACS, NERTS, and the VAMC 
hospital all contributed to his preparedness to 
enable him to provide SKILLED EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS at the ‘management level’ 
responsive to the Communications needs in the 
NY Sneak Attack. 


Members of the San Francisco OES, ACS, 
NERTS, VAMC, and the Hospital Net - these have 
been aware, fully aware of the REAL WORLD 
implications of their special ‘Ham Radio’ hobby- 
world skills - an earthquake of magnitude 8 can 
and probably WILL occur in the SF or LA areas. 
Read the book “Magnitude 8” by Philip L. 
Fradkin...subtitled “Earthquakes and Life Along the 
San Andreas Fault”...Copyright 1998 ISBN 0- 
8050-4696-8 <www.henryholt.com>. 


NY REPORT 


| write this as NY City emergency operations are 
winding down after two weeks of intense operation. 
The Red Cross shelters which were open have 
been now closed. About 500 Amateur Radio 
volunteers have helped out with communications 
support for the disaster, helping served agencies 
such as the American Red Cross, Salvation Army 
and NY City Office of Emergency Management. 


Here in the NY City / Long Island section, hams 
from all of the ARRL programs as well as non- 
League members have come together as Amateur 
Radio communicators to help in the disaster. The 
ARES organization has done a good job in 
mobilizing, some being on scene and ready on 
the morning of September 11. 


The response from amateurs within our section 
has been supplemented by hams from the 
immediate neighboring sections of Eastern New 
York, Northern New Jersey and Connecticut. In 
addition, help was provided from hams from 
around the country and from Canada. 


Our thanks go out to each of you who helped out. 
Please convey to your membership our gratitude. 


We should be proud that our “hobby” really does 
become a “service” in times like these. | am proud 
to be an Amateur Radio operator and an American. 


My thoughts on the staff positions recently 
discussed have been blurred by all of the activity 
here. My only comments are that it is extremely 
important that you have a structure in place that 
can be activated at a moment's notice with little 
direction. It should be set up in a way in which 
the absence of any one individual does not prevent 
the call up and activation. In addition, it is 
important to be able to request additional aid up 
the chain of command when events become so 
large that local jurisdictions are overwhelmed. 


Our system works. Local EC’s and AEC’s who 
normally deal with events on their own passed 
requests for assistance to the DEC and then SEC. 
They in turn worked with their counterparts within 
the section and between sections. The concept 
of mutual aid and cooperation is important. It is 
most important that you have effective leaders in 
key roles. My section SEC, Tom Carrubba KA2D, 
showed the way and was instrumental in the 
administration, organization and logistics of the 
operation. 


We learned that cooperation between and among 
programs is also a key ingredient to success. NTS 
was activated and ready to assist. In this situation, 
the telephone system was repaired fairly quickly, 
minimizing the need for health and welfare traffic, 
but NTS was ready regardless. Area PIO’s and 
OBS’s tried to distribute information, but in the hub 
of activity, emergency communication came first. 
This is probably the area of most concern as many 
stories went untold. 

Once this became national in scope, most of the 
information was forwarded up to ARRL 
Headquarters for dissemination. While this was 
somewhat effective, we really do not have a 
structure in place to do this effectively. 


Through all of this, motivation of volunteers, while 
important in regular, day-to-day business, became 
less important. The event 

itself provided all of the motivation needed. The 
key was to have a structure in place with good 
leadership who already knew what to do. Thanks 
and congratulations go to each of those who 
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helped. Now, hopefully, we can try to return to 
some degree of normalcy. 


Regards, George 


George Tranos N2GA 
ARRL Section Manger NYC/LI 


AMATEUR HANIO CONVENTION 


Log Periodic Antennas 
i AT. > 2M, 220, 440 Bands 


Covers entire band 
No Tuning Required...Ever! 


— ELK ANTENNAS 

For More Information Ray {925} 9433242 2680 CHERRY LANE 

Pkase contact Pele {925} 934-2993 WALNUT GREEK, GA 
email: maschki@tpiinet 94595-2191 


RACES Nets 
Every Thursday at 19:00 hours 


Central County Jim Brunk N6BHX 145.680 /s 

South County Ed Ritchie K6SFD 146.355 /+ 
100pl 

East County Jim Tittle KC6SOE 146.535 /s 


West County Rich Parker KD6JCT 145.110 /- 


The 44th Jamboree-On-The-Air 
(JOTA) 

By Mike Grcevich 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or just kids wanting to 
get on the air or better yet interested in becoming 
a ham. Join us at the special event radio station 
table at PACIFICON, for this year’s installment of 
the Jamboree-On-the-Air. Started forty-four years 
ago to introduce scouts to the exciting world of 
communications, get a chance to talk to other 
scouts in other parts of our country or around the 
world. For cubs and webelos you can fulfill a 
requirement for your communicator activity badge, 
and for scouts you can fulfill requirements for the 
radio merit badge and citizenship in the world. The 
jamboree is an official scouting event so please 
wear your uniform. Scouts and adult scouters in 
uniform also get the privilege of getting into 
PACIFICON for free, this excludes events such 
as the antenna forum, banquet and breakfast. Also 
at PACIFICON we will have the computer room 
open for the Jamboree-On-The-Internet where 
scouts can talk to other scouts via the Internet in 
scout-only Internet chat rooms. We will have 
patches available for purchase for JOTA, JOTI and 
PACIFICON. 


Operators, if you are going to be near your rigs 
during the weekend of PACIFICON please give 
those scouts,girl scouts and scout troops a QSO 
respond to those calling “CQ Jamboree.” The 
special event station will be operating on 10.15 
and 20 meters 10 up or down from the calling 
frequencies of 14.290, 21.360 and 28.390. See 
you at PACIFICON in October. 


More information contact: 


Jim Berry- (925)837-8926 mailto:info@troop36.net 
Mike Grcevich- (925)947-5618 
mailto:ko6usj@arrl.net 


Information about JOTA and frequencies can be 
found at 
JOTA- http://www.arrl.org/ead/jota.html 


JOTI- World Scout Jamboree On The Internet at 
http://www.scout.org/joti 


CALIFORNIA ARES GROUP 
RESPONDS FOR BACK-TO-BACK 
BLAZES 


In the wake of the “Oregon Fire” activation the 
last week of August, the Shasta County, California, 
ARES team barely had time to take a smoke-free 
breath before being activated again. 


Shasta County Emergency Coordinator Drew 
Witham, W1SAR, reports that just as evacuation 
orders in Weaverville were being cancelled and 
the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection was announcing near containment of 
the Oregon fire, another huge blaze broke out in 
the nearby town of Hayfork. By late in the day of 
August 31, the “Hyampom Fire” had scorched an 
estimated 450 acres and prompted another round 
of evacuations. 


Shasta County and Trinity County ARES members 
responded quickly to shadow CDF and Red Cross 
team members. Witham said this enabled 
communication from the mountain communities 
back to CDF and Red Cross incident support 
centers in Redding. 


“Heavy smoke and difficult terrain made direct 
communication difficult,” Witham said. “At times 
messages were being relayed via two monitoring 
stations using three different repeaters.” Witham 
said that all of the public information coming from 
the CDF’s multi-agency information center in 
Redding was relayed via ham radio. 


Witham said he’d first learned of the “Oregon Fire” 
while on duty battling another blaze with his local 
volunteer fire department. Still in his wildland 
firefighter’s yellow Nomex gear, he headed for 
CDF Headquarters in Redding, where DEC Dick 
Cloyd, WO6P, had responded to the CDF 
activation of ARES. They quickly formulated a 
plan, and Witham headed for the fireline 60 miles 
away in the mountains. 


“Despite the distance, CDF and Red Cross 
personnel had communications within the hour, 
and support was continued as needed right 
through the holiday weekend,” Witham said. ARES 
operators stood down September 3.—Drew 
Witham, W1SAR/SCARES 


MDARC 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Minutes, 09/03/01 


President Terry Matzkin, KE6WRE opened the 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Present at the meeting were: 
Vice-President Michael Burge, KG6CSJ, 
Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Treasurer Trevor 
Hall, WA6JAU and Directors Howard Burk, 
KE6PTT and Tracey Schwartz, KE6TOT. Also 
present: Pacificon Steering Committee member 
Jay Caldis, KT6Y, Technical Committee members 
Jim Brunk, N6BHX, Keith Lattin, N6PMF, and Tim 
Barrett, K6BIV, as well as Social Chairman George 
Roush, WB6OFH, Reggie Driscoll, WA6ZAP, Dave 
Gordon, N6SWE, and new ham Bob Beard. 

1. Previous minutes were approved as printed 
in the Carrier. 

2. Treasurer's report: $1869.06 checkbook 
balance; $24,014.86 in money market funds. 
Trevor reported the antenna location rental on the 
hill increased from $493 to $508. 

3. Old Business: 
a.Terry reported that the concept of Hospital 
support for the repeater is in process. 

b. Bob Beard reported on an updating of the 
club website, with a printout of the pages. He 
asked that it be considered a work in process, and 
offered individual pages for committees. The 
Board members complimented Bob on the update 
and approved his work. 

c. Terry brought the ARRL Tech class materials 
that the club bought. There was discussion of 
possible class presentation techniques and use 
of the course. Terry will check with the League 
regarding use of the tape on ATV. The Board 
arrived at a consensus that new students passing 
the course would be given the balance of the 
year's MDARC membership as an incentive. 

d. Mike Burge will continue to follow-up on the 
opportunity to hold classes/demos at REI stores 
as one aspect of an Education Committee. 

e. Jim, Keith, and Tim reported on the 
installation of a new quality 2m repeater on Mt. 
Diablo as a demonstration. They suggested that 
the club buy two of these, one for 2m and one for 
440. The Board approved the purchase, and the 
shifting of money for their purchase from another 
line item in the Tech Committee budget. After the 
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new repeaters are installed, their serial numbers 
will be furnished to the Treasurer for the insurance 
policy. The old repeaters will be retained for 
backup. 

f. Terry announced the NARCC meeting 
acknowledged our case was moot, due to closure 
of the Los Banos repeater. We have received 
coordination status for all repeaters. 

g. Keith advised that the digital projector project 
is in process. 

h. Terry has a list of long-time members and will 
continue to pursue oral histories. 

i. There was a general discussion on the topic of 
membership cards, with the idea that the cards 
would be available for distribution next year. There 
was also a discussion about club badges. The 
Board approved George contacting a Pacificon 
vendor, QRZ Engraving, to notify him that the club 
would henceforth buy badges from him. Terry and 
Mike led a discussion of badge incentives for first- 
time new members. Because of the press of time, 
the Board voted to table the discussion until their 
next meeting. 

j. Terry noted that the Nominating Committee for 
next year's officers was in action. Jim Brunk, 

Chairman, announced that there were no 
candidates for the positions of Secretary, and two 
Directors. Members interested should call him. 
4. New Business: 

a. Reggie noted that there was a need for an 81/2 
by 10 flyer about MDARC and VE testing, etc. to 
use in announcement racks such as one at HRO. 
b. Various miscellaneous announcements were 
made. The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX, 
Secretary 


List of Scheduled Activity for 


W6CX ATV 
SATURDAYS 8:00 AM COFFEE NET 
SUNDAYS 8:00 AM COFFEE NET 


WEDNESDAY 7:30 PM ELECTRONICS 
CLASS WITH KF6IQL 
THURSDAY 8:00 PM. GENERAL ATV NET 


Holiday Party Announcement 


Mark your calendar for Friday January 
18" for the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club 


Annual Dinner 


The dinner is moving from December to 
January. 


There will be a regular club meeting in 
December. 


Watch for details. 


MDARC Board of Directors 


Position Who How to find them 
President Terry Matzkin KE6WRE 925-820-5848 (h) 

Vice President Michael Burge KG6CSJ 925-283-4796 (h) 

Secretary Paul Dickey N6JOX 925-376-3971 (h) paulr83@earthlink.net 
Treasurer Trevor Hall WA6JAU 925-680-5209 (h) wa6jau@netzero.net 
Emergency Coordinator Harry Styron K6HS 925-945-6785 (h) k6hs@arrl.net 
(h) 
(h) 
(h) 
(h) 


myword@sprynet.com 
mburge@earthlink.net 


Director at Large Howard Burk KE6PTT 925-798-7208 (h) ke6ptt@bigfoot.com 
Director at Large John Schulze KR6CR 925-681-0552 (h) schulze2@ix.netcom.com 
Director at Large Mike Patterson KE6JGA 925-944-8786 (h) mapa@ieee.org 

Director at Large Tracey Schwartz KE6TOT 925-370-1917 (h) kurtps@earthlink.net 


Membership Chair Sam Lipson KO6JR 925-229-5705 (h) ko6jr@arrl.net 
Carrier Editor Greg Estep KE6VTA 925-830-8615 (h) grestep@home.com 


ANAHEIM, CA 

(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 

2492 W. Victory BI., 91506 
(818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric, KAGIHT, Mgr. 

Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista 
1 mi. west I-5 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102 
94085 

(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Ken, K1ZKM, Mar. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


KENWOOD OAKLAND, CA SUNNYVALE, CA 
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 


2210 Livingston St., 94606 


j (510) 534-5757 (408) 736-9496 
(800) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 
Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. Ken, K1ZKM, Mar. 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp So. from Hwy. 101 
oakland@hamradio.com sunnyvale@hamradio.com 
TS-2000 srvarune Tove 
fo) 
ICOM 


DJ-196T 2mut 


* 100W HF, 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

NEW CASTLE, DE * 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

(Near Philadelphia) «IF Stage DSP * Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 * Backlit Front Key Panel 


Call Now For Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G)_ 240 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

* Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
* APRS Compatible 

* DX Packet Cluster Monitor 


Mgr. 
RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 


(800) 854-6046 +200 Mems., CTCSS 1C-7O0GMKING deve transceiver Sear 
Taree SG HI Messaging Contra * All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM + 40 memories 
Call Now For Low Pricing! + 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz + Alphanumeric Display 


from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
(303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 

Joe, KDQGA, Mar. 

John, NSEHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


* CTCSS + DCS Built-in 
° “S" Meter 

* Auto Dialer 

CALL NOW 

FOR LOW PRICE! 


* AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
* Easy-to-Navigate Menus 


Call For Low Pricing! 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mar. 


1€-756 PRO aii mode transceiver 


1 mi. east of I-17 TM-D700A_2./440 Dualband + 100W HF/6M * Newly designed 32 bit DSP 


phoenix@hamradio.com =50w VHF 35w UHF = Opt. Voice Synthesizer wa nee Digital IF filter with 


ATLANTA, GA + Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) * 121 microphone equalized audio settings 4 
6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 + Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) * Multiple DSP controlled AGC loops DR-135TP 2u mobile 
2200 Memories («Bult in’ 200/260 baud'TNG + Advanced CW functions +50 Watt out + Alpha Numeric Display 
Mark, KJ4VO, M = DebscEat Gliene ee + Real time spectrum scope +100 mems_ * Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
lark, , Mgr. ; : : alt-In’ 0 
DS aVMIniInOMenTeaBS * Tone Scan « GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports Call Now For The Ultimate Radio! Front Panel GPS in * Rear DB-9 Port 


atlanta@hamradio.com * CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 

(Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr. 
22191 

(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Mike, N4MDK, Mgr. 

Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


FREE SHIPPING ooo, 
UPS - Most Items Over $100 
VX-5R 


50/2M/440HT 
* Wideband RX, 


FT-1000MP 
Mark V 
200 Watts 


Output! 


6M-2M-440TX = 

SALEM, NH 

* 5W output 
Ne Bost = 
Oe Come =220mems,optbarometerunt ET-VOOD c/sw2w7ocm Trans. 
603) 898-3750 * Alpha Numeric Display + Compact Transceiver w/detachable a ‘ 
(800) 444-0047 * CTCSS/DCS built-in front panel FT-1 ooomP HE Transceiver 
Chuck, KM4NZ, Mar. * Li-lon Battery * Rx 100kHz to 970mHz (cell blocked) * Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
sales@hamradio.com Hy ] + Tx 100W 160-6M, 50w 2M, 20W 70CM. * Dual RX 
Exit 1, |-93; Rapid Deliveries From Call For Low Price! shit in psp, vox, GW keyer * Collins SSB filter built-in 
ZenING: of OSLO The Store Nearest To You! * 300 Memories i *100W, Power supply built-in 
ae Call Now For Low Pricing! Call Now For Low Pricing! 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


09/15/2001 8:00 AM PACIFICON General meeting Emil Villa’s Willow Pass Rd 
09/21/2001 7:30 PM MDARC General Meeting 


09/28/2001 Carrier Deadline 
10/06/2001 8:00 AM PACIFICON General meeting Emil Villa’s Willow Pass Rd 
10/08/2001 7:30 PM MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villa’s in Concord 


10/12/2001 7:30 PM MDARC General Meeting 

10/13/2001 8:00 AM PACIFICON General meeting Emil Villa’s Willow Pass Rd 
10/19/2001-10/21/2001 = PACIFICON 

10/26/2001 Carrier Deadline 

Carrier articles should be sent to Greg Estep mailto:grestep@home.com 


MDARC Repeaters 


147.060 MHz + / PL 100 Hz ATV: Input 1289.25 Mhz 
224.780 MHz -/ PL 77 Hz ATV: Output 427.250 MHz Cable Channel 58 
441.325 MHz + / PL 100 Hz ATV: Output 1241.25 Mhz 


APRS: 144.39 MHz 
TCP/IP: 145.71 MHz 


The Carrier PRSRT STD 
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club ae a 


P.O. Box 23222 CONCORD, CA 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 Peneaee 


Change Service Requested 


